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HELLO EVERYONE!

We’re happy to say that NNPOM is still alive and well, even though we missed getting newsletters out in April and July. Here’s a quick update:

1. Our website has relaunched. Thanks to the skills of a young husband and father who wants to use his computer skills to help missions, we have a new look and better functionality. Thanks, Mike! Be sure to take a look:

http://www.POMnet.org
2. This spring and summer, Diane transitioned out of her career as editorial director for a Christian publisher and into running her own editorial business. One reason for the change was to be able to devote more time to this ministry. Cheryl and I sincerely want to keep the website content fresh and get our newsletter out on a timely, regular basis. All of you, our readers, are very important to Cheryl and me! (See "YOU ARE NEEDED," below.)

 

NEW ON THE WEBSITE

We’ve posted two new tip sheets, "Building Good Relationships with Adult Children" and "How to Pray for Parents of Missionaries." You’ll also find a number of new e-mails we’ve recently received.

 

CHECK OUT THESE RESOURCES

We’ve mentioned before that Cheryl’s doctoral dissertation focused on the parent of missionary experience. You can read a summary of Cheryl’s study and findings, as well as read or download the entire paper if you’d like, at http://www.ohiolink.edu/etd/view.cgi?ucin1116117271
The results just might surprise you!

Intervarsity Link has assembled resources for POMs on their website, including helpful tips for staying connected with your missionary. Some of the information is specific to Intervarsity Link missionaries, but most is applicable to all of us:

http://www.intervarsity.org/link/about.php?id=812
In case you missed it, here’s the link to a wonderful article about grandmothering long distance:

http://peterswife.org/PWArchive.php?Show=Grandmothering
 

WHAT’S GOOD ABOUT BEING PARENTS OF MISSIONARIES?

1. Working harder at staying connected with your kids than you might do if they lived in the states, and reaping the benefit.

2. Opening up a window on the world that you might not have looked through otherwise—becoming a more globally focused Christian.
3. More reason to pray!

4. Opportunity for personal growth. No one gives up children to missionary service without some sorrow and pain, and dealing with that in healthy ways leads to a better you.

5. Empathy for other POMs and for parents who have experienced other kinds of losses as well.

6. Reason to travel overseas that you didn’t have before.

7. Getting to know many other wonderful POMs.

8. Becoming a point of stability for your grandchildren when they make visits back to the states or return for college.

9. Greater awareness of your need to be a missionary right where you are.

10. Knowing that you will meet people in heaven who are there because your child is a missionary.

 

YOU ARE NEEDED

I subscribe to a newsletter called Counting the Cost. No, it isn’t for POMs; it’s all about creative ways to live frugally and save money. But the most recent issue did get me thinking about POMs and about this ministry.

Here’s why.

The editor of Counting the Cost is Nancy Twigg. In the current issue, she wrote, "Recently one of our readers wrote in to thank me for publishing the newsletter. She compared the newsletter to sitting around a campfire talking and exchanging ideas with a group of good friends. That’s how I feel about the newsletter, too. As I have always said, it’s not what I write that makes this newsletter special, but rather what you write that makes it worth reading: your struggles, your successes, your creative strategies for dealing with life."

Wow! I like that! "It’s not what I write that makes this newsletter special, but rather what you write that makes it worth reading." We can all learn from one another and be encouraged by one another.

So for the next newsletter, I’d like to hear your answers to this question: What’s the most creative thing you’ve done to stay in touch with your grandchildren while they are on the field? Let me know and we’ll include the best responses in the next issue of the newsletter. Send your response to diane@POMnet.org
 

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL NETWORK OF PARENTS OF MISSIONARIES?

NNPOM is a nondenominational ministry dedicated to helping parents of missionaries connect with one another and learn to succeed and thrive as POMs. Our dream is to help form local groups of POMs, provide resources and networking opportunities, and help churches and missions organizations care for their POMs.

http://www.POMnet.org
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