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CONGRATULATIONS, DR. SAVAGEAU!

On June 9, 2005, Cheryl Savageau, one of NNPOM's founders, received her

doctoral degree from the University of Cincinnati's College of Education.

Cheryl's dissertation is titled "An Ecological Analysis of the Stress Experienced

by Parents of Missionaries." To all who participated in Cheryl's research,

thank you! Now that the dissertation is done, Cheryl and Diane plan to write

a book based on Cheryl's research, her background as a counselor, and the

experiences and input of many POMs. The book will be a handbook for POMs,

offering understanding and direction to help POMs adjust and thrive.

LINKS

If you are affiliated with a Bible college, seminary, or missions organization,

you can help POMs find our website more easily if you will add a link from your website to 

http://www.POMnet.org

Increased numbers of links help our site show up on internet searches when POMs are looking for help.

TWO GOOD MODELS OF CARING AND SUPPORT

Crisis caring. This spring our daughter suffered a miscarriage on the field. It was so

difficult for us as parents to be so far away. Though we spoke everyday on the phone

for a few days, what we really wanted to be able to do was give her a big hug.

God is good, and our daughter and her husband received much needed help and support

both on the field and from the states. One offer of help came from our home church,

which is also their sending congregation. "If you and Ed need to go," the missions

minister told us, "the church will get you there." Wow! What generosity! Although

making the trip wasn't necessary, simply knowing that we could go if our daughter

needed us expressed such love and support both to us and to her. 

Information and support. In June, Pioneer Bible Translators held a seminar for

parents and grandparents of PBT missionaries and recruits. The one-day event

featured presentations on various topics and a chance to meet with other parents and missionaries.

RESOURCES FOR POMS

International phone service. In the last newsletter I promised a report

on an international "callback" program called Dial-Abroad from United World Telecom.

http://www.dial-abroad.org/brigada.htm

We didn't have good luck with the program on our first couple of tries, and I confess

I didn't pursue figuring out what the problem was. Our missionary and her husband

have recently moved, however, and will have a new phone number, so this is a good

time for me to get serious about learning more about how a call-back program works.

If you're already using a service like this, how about writing us and sharing what plan

you use and how you like it? We'll post your comments on the website.

With a callback service, customers are assigned an access number. When you want to

call overseas, you dial that access number and hang up after one ring. A computer

calls you back and you then enter the international number you want to reach. 

Another way to phone. Want to call overseas from your cell phone? Only five cents

per minute to some countries, 26 cents a minute to others, like Bosnia. Check it out at

http://www.nickeltalk.com/

Help for empty nesters. When the last child leaves home, parents often struggle with

their "empty nest." When the last child leaving home is a missionary overseas, it helps

to understand that part of what you're dealing with is entering the empty nest phase of life.

Focus on the Family offers a number of helpful articles on their website. Go to

www.family.org/focusoverfifty

and then type "empty nest" in the search box.

Understanding your missionary's experiences. Understanding what your missionary's

life is like can help you develop empathy and know how to pray. A new book provides

an engaging inside look at the lives of women on the mission field. Through Her Eyes,
by Marti Smith (Authentic Media), shares the personal experiences of women living and

ministering in the Muslim world. The book shares the stories of two dozen women--some single,

some married--as they reveal the nuances of their everyday lives as missionaries overseas:

dealing with loneliness, learning a new language, helping children adjust to the new culture,

maintaining healthy marriages, and balancing ministry and family roles. Purchase this book at 

http://www.calebproject.org/store
or at amazon.com or ask a bookstore to order it for you. The ISBN is 1932805079.

LOOKING FOR YOUR STORIES

One special feature of our website is the "POM Voices" page. This is a place for YOU to have

your stories and comments posted. We want to hear from you!  We're looking for your

stories about adjusting to being a POM, ways you stay in touch with your missionary,

furlough experiences, travel to visit your missionary, and comments about the NNPOM ministry.

Email us or send your story to NNPOM, 1373 W. Galbraith Road, Cincinnati, OH 45231, USA.

All stories will be edited (names and locations of your missionary and their field will be disguised)

and you will be identified only by your state or country of residence. It's not necessary to be a

great writer or meet a specific word count--just provide your story in your own words. Sharing your

stories and thoughts via the website is a great way to encourage other POMs.

CHAPTER MEETINGS
Greater Cincinnati Parents of Missionaries met April 8, 2005, for dinner, conversation,

and a program about relating to adult children. Our next meeting will be Saturday evening,

August 20, poolside at the home of David and Donna Noll. More information will be mailed soon.

Cinti area POMs who haven't attended before and POMs who might want to drive in for the

meeting are especially welcome. This will be a casual evening of getting to know one another better.

Yuma, Arizona. This group is planning ahead and looking forward to meeting again in the fall.

Contact us for information.

NMC

NNPOM will be at the 2005 National Missionary Convention in Atlanta in November.

This is a convention affiliated with Christian Churches/Churches of Christ. We'll have some

new tip sheets, register POMs for our giveaways (travel accessories and phone cards),

and sign up any POMs at the convention who are not already on our mailing list.

WANT TO CONNECT?

We now have more than 125 POM couples and individuals from 20 different states

and several countries in our database. Most have indicated they are willing for us to share

their contact information with others. So if you would like to correspond or speak with

another POM who lives near you, please let us know! Interested in forming a POM

group in your area? We can help you locate POMs in your area and can help with program ideas and materials too.

* * * * * *

"Realize the costs parents pay when you go overseas. Parents face more

of the costs of missionary service than their children. You've got the adventure;

you get to go to new places. But your parents are left behind, with your

photograph over the fireplace. The Lord may assess their contribution as greater than yours.

"It's also important to show your appreciation for their sacrifice; once you leave,

go out of your way to keep up the communication. My wife and I still call her parents

in England once a month.

"We tried to give our parents such a clear description of our daily activities that they

could sit in their armchair on a winter's evening and picture exactly what we were doing.

We often slipped copies of our slides into our letters. We sent my parents one of a

Mapuche woman holding our four-year-old, just like a granny. Wouldn't you know,

that's the photo they put over the mantelpiece."

From "When God Says Go and Parents Say No," © 2002 Campus Crusade for Christ Mid-South Region.

Access the entire article at 

http://midsouthcru.com/recruitdocs/parents/IfParentsSayNo.pdf

"If we are wise, we turn over our emotions to our Father, Abba, because He cares for us.

Because we have to admit that all of life is really beyond our control. Because we believe

with all our hearts that there is someone who undestand how we feel--He understands the

anger, the frustration, the emptiness, the sorrow so intense that the very heart and soul are

racked with physical pain. Christ experienced all we will ever experience. For us, He faced

a loss so deep, so intense, that He sweat drops of blood.

"He faced the loss so that we might not be lost.

"And so we stand by the grace of God, to face another day--and another and another.

"And as we stand, we breathe, in and out, and we take one step, and then another.

"And as we walk, God walks with us, bringing people into our lives, bringing joy

back into our lives, healing us, as we allow."

From "Splashes of Joy" by Michelle Smith, in Homefront Heartbeats, Summer 2005,

a publication of the Evangelical Free Church of America - International Mission.

Access Homefront Heartbeats online at 

http://www.efca.org/international/media/cr-homefrontheartbeats.pdf

* * * * * *

WEBSITE http://www.POMnet.org

Our website is being updated about every other month, but the goal is more

frequent updates. We have received several inquiries from POMs who found

us via the website, and we expect that number to grow. 

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL NETWORK

OF PARENTS OF MISSIONARIES?

NNPOM is a nondenominational ministry dedicated to helping parents of missionaries

(POMs) connect with one another and learn to succeed and thrive as POMs. Our dream

is to help form local groups of POMs, provide resources and networking opportunities,

and raise awareness among churches and missions organizations regarding issues POMs face.

http://www.POMnet.org

information@POMnet.org
