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BIG NEWS ABOUT OUR BOOK
We have a publisher! Cheryl and Diane have signed a contract with STL/Authentic to publish our book Parents of Missionaries: How to Thrive, Survive, and Stay Connected When Your Kids and Grandkids Go Overseas. Authentic is the publisher of many missions books, including Operation World and How to Be a World Class Christian by Paul Borthwick. We are thrilled to be part of the Authentic publishing family and grateful to God for bringing this opportunity about. 

The book will be a comprehensive handbook for POMs, based on Cheryl’s research, Diane’s POM experience, and the experiences and stories of others. We have learned a lot from the many POMs we have had contact with, and we want to continue learning as we write—we need to hear from you!

Below is a list of topics that we need additional stories about. This is your chance to share your tips, joys, sorrows, what has worked for you and what has not. What has your experience been like? Just go to this page on our website  http://www.pomnet.org/news.php#book-topics
or click on the links below to send us your thoughts, stories, anecdotes, and experiences. We will not disclose any locations in the book if we use your story, and we’ll use only first names (or change names at your request).

Please share with us about these topics:

Developing and maintaining relationships with adult children 
Developing and maintaining relationships with grandchildren 
The preparation period 
Departure experiences 
Understanding missionary life 
Travel to the field to visit 
Furlough or home service experiences 
Using technology to stay in touch 
Empty-nest marriage
*********************

A SPECIAL EVENT FOR POMS
If you’ll be attending the National Missionary Convention later this year, November 15-18 in Cincinnati, Ohio, here’s an invitation to attend a special event planned to honor, encourage, and inspire POMs. Come to meet and talk with other POMs and POMs-to-be, learn who else has children serving in the part of the world where your family members are serving, enjoy food and fellowship and a short, inspiring program. Mark your calendar and watch for more information as plans develop. If you need information about the convention, go to
http://www.nmc-windows.org/nmc/home
*********************

TWO IDEAS FOR GRANDPARENTS
We want to share with you several ideas that we received when we asked about creative ways you have found to develop or keep a strong relationship with your grandchildren on the field. 

Grandpa’s Camp Videos
Our children have been workers overseas for the last 12 years, and we've had grands for 9 of those years. I have gotten to visit more times than my husband, so we decided to keep him alive in their memories too, by sending them “Grandpa’s Camp” videos.
Grandpa made up a song that we always start with, and then he introduces the theme. He will read a book, share a snack (that we send with the video), go to the farm or train station, etc., tell a Bible story, show how to take a photo or whatever is appropriate. 20 to 30 minutes is a good length for preschoolers. They love them and watch them over and over. When they visit we include them in part of it, or include their cousin.

We’ve already covered such subjects as The Farm, Camping, Photography (Grand Canyon), Thomas the Tank Engine, A Sick Day, Music (church orchestra), Christmas, July 4th (with them in it), Noah's Ark, and several others. – Jeanne

Letter Books

When I knew my baby grandson would be going overseas, I wanted a way to create a bond with him that would stretch across the world and last through years apart. I bought packages of 8 ½ x 11 paper with fun, colorful patterns; clear page protectors; and a post-bound photo album to hold the page protectors. For the next two years, whenever I had time with my grandson, I made notes about where we went and what we did and said.

After the visits I quickly wrote a letter to my grandson about our experience. I added fun graphics like museum and restaurant logos, a border of bunnies the time we saw jackrabbits, or clip art of packing boxes when I helped them move. I put each new “chapter” into his book inside a page protector, with a page of photos opposite.

When departure day came, my grandson’s book of letters was thick with photos, scraps of American culture, fun memories, and prayers. In fact, it was so heavy that I decided to mail it to them for Christmas, rather than add weight to the family’s suitcases! My grandson loves to hear these stories about himself and his grandma. I always print a copy of each letter for my own book so I don’t forget the funny, priceless moments we’ve shared and memories we’ve built. – Rose
*********************

NNPOM “IN THE NEWS”

Be sure not to miss the Spring 07 issue of Harvest Legacy, the newsletter for POMs produced by Women of the Harvest. Sign up and log in at www.womenoftheharvest.com. Results of Cheryl’s doctoral research with POMs is featured there. You’re likely to see yourself in the experiences reported by other POMs. Understanding and supporting one another is in large part what NNPOM is all about. “Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2, NIV).
*********************

POM VOICES
For the Joy Set Before Us

© 2007, Rose Jackson
Five mornings a week I walk our two dogs and use this time for intercessory praying and listening to God. I must confess, I also use this time occasionally to air my emotions to him as well, and often the raw spots in my heart are grief and loss over separation from our son, daughter-in-law, and especially our two grandchildren who are living on the other side of the globe.

I love our weekend computer calls to them, but seeing all the firsts and joys I’m missing sometimes pricks my Monday morning walks with pain. Shortly after the “kids” returned to the field after a brief visit home this spring, I was in the middle of praying for their protection and provision on morning walk when anguish overcame me. God gently turned my thoughts to the baby quilt I’d worked so hard to complete for our new granddaughter.
I quilt by hand, and to make sure each quilting stitch catches in the quit top and batting and goes through the backing fabric, I have to prick my left index finger with the needle. At five stitches to the inch, you can do the math and calculate the impact on my finger.
“Why?” God softly asked me. Why was I content to push through the pain required to create a quilt for my new granddaughter? The answer was right there in the question: for the sake of the good result, for the sake of creating an heirloom she can treasure, so she can be wrapped in a tangible expression of my love that reaches to her around the world, I persevered through the raw finger. 

There was the answer to my raw heart as well. I persevere through the pain of separation and grief for the sake of the good result, for the sake of supporting my son and daughter-in-law in their purpose and calling, to wrap them in an expression of love so they know my love for them reaches across distance and through time. If I love them, how can I do otherwise?

On my good days, I think about how my “family” is growing through what my kids are doing, and I feel love for people I’ll never meet. I realize I’m helping create an heirloom for God’s family too — new heirs of Christ Jesus, “the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart” (Hebrews 12:2-3, NIV). 
Jesus knows what it is to be pierced for love. My guess is that a spot in my heart will always be raw. But I’m a quilter; I understand. That is an intrinsic part of the joy. I pray my heart will never, like my quilter’s finger, grow calloused from this pain. For myself and all the families who share this part of the fellowship of Jesus’ suffering, I fervently hope and pray we always see — and are often blessed to feel — the joy set before us.
*********************

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL NETWORK OF PARENTS OF MISSIONARIES?

NNPOM is a nondenominational ministry dedicated to helping parents of missionaries connect with one another and learn to succeed and thrive as POMs. NNPOM was co-founded by Cheryl Savageau, EdD, a licensed clinical counselor; and Diane Stortz, a POM since 2002. Our dream is to help form local groups of POMs, provide resources and networking opportunities, and help churches and missions organizations care for their POMs.
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