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A NEW WORKSHOP FOR RECRUITS

“How Do I Help Them Understand? Mission Recruits Talk With Parents” is the title of a new workshop Cheryl and Diane debuted this year at the National Missionary Convention in Indianapolis. The workshop began with a panel comprised of one missionary and four recruits; only one of the five had extremely supportive parents. Our panel answered questions about their situations and ways they have tried to deal with them. Diane then spoke from the parents’ perspective, and Cheryl wrapped all the comments together with tips for good communication.

The bottom line: Recruits greatly desire their parents’ blessing. Parents fear losing an emotional connection with their kids when they become long-term missionaries before the parent-child relationship has completely transformed to an adult-adult connection. This process begins when a son or daughter enters later adolescence but is not usually completed until about age 30. There is much recruits can do as part of their preparation for the field to assure their parents that their relationship is important and won’t be abandoned or forgotten.

For ideas on what recruits and parents can do to develop a stronger emotional connection that will stand up to geographic and cultural distances, be sure to see the Tip Sheets page of our website: http://www.pomnet.org/tipsheets.php
The workshop was taped, and tapes or CDs can be ordered at http://www22.ivenue.com/catapes/productCat59985.ctlg
********************
CONVENTION REPORT

In addition to the new recruit workshop, we led a workshop for parents and spoke with parents and recruits at our booth. “How to Thrive as Parents of Missionaries” featured testimonies from two POM dads about the value of connecting with other POMs for encouragement, learning, and support. This year’s workshop focused on the stresses we face as POMs, the help that is available to us, and the positive actions we can take to thrive as parents of missionaries. This workshop also was taped, and tapes or CDs can be ordered at http://www22.ivenue.com/catapes/productCat59987.ctlg
Photos from the convention have been posted on the website on the News page: http://www.pomnet.org/news.php
********************
BE ENCOURAGED!

As 2007 begins, our prayer for all POMs is that you will be encouraged. One way POMs this can happen is through connections with other POMs, so if you want help to make that happen, write to us at information@POMnet.org and we will do all we can to help you find another POM to correspond or talk with.

A second way to be encouraged is to realize that your role in missions is just as important as that of your children. Few of us were perfect parents, but all of us somehow taught our children to love Jesus, and the hearts of our children have become hearts that God can use. Realize, then, that God has been using you all along and continues to use you as you support and bless the work that your children are doing. 

In Romans 11 and 12, we read that because of God’s mercy we should consider our bodies as living sacrifices, and that our actions should flow out of that. As parents of missionaries, one action you do daily is give over to God your desire for more time and interaction with your missionary sons and daughters and your grandchildren. Your sacrifice is not overlooked by God; he intends to repay you a hundred times over! Jesus said that everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or property for his sake will receive a hundred times as much in return” (Mt 19:29, NLT). I don’t think he was thinking only of missionaries when he said that.

What I find encouraging is that God takes note of what we have given, and he says that it matters—-a lot. By God’s grace we have been able to send a piece of ourselves to serve him around the world. I think that our Father understands and is not offended when we take time to encourage ourselves and each other. If you know another POM, how about writing him or her a note of encouragement right now? And if you are trying to go it alone as a POM, how about making this year the year that you reach out and connect?
********************

A BOOK IN THE MAKING

For the past seven months, Cheryl and I have been working on a proposal for a book for parents of missionaries, a comprehensive handbook for understanding the issues we all face and the best ways to handle them and thrive as POMs. The proposal and sample chapters have now been presented to two different publishers. Please pray with us that this resource will come to fruition and will be placed with the right publisher for the project at the right time.
********************
Have you traveled to the field to visit? Do you have travel tips to share with other POMs? Did your experience change you or your perspective on being a POM?  Send us an e-mail and tell us about your experience.
*********************

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL NETWORK OF PARENTS OF MISSIONARIES?

NNPOM is a nondenominational ministry dedicated to helping parents of missionaries connect with one another and learn to succeed and thrive as POMs. NNPOM was co-founded by Cheryl Savageau, EdD, a licensed clinical counselor; and Diane Stortz, a POM since 2002. Our dream is to help form local groups of POMs, provide resources and networking opportunities, and help churches and missions organizations care for their POMs.
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