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*********************
KEEP SENDING US YOUR STORIES!
A big highlight for us this summer has been receiving your e-mails
with your thoughts and stories about being a POM! Everyone who has
written is making a valuable contribution to our upcoming book for
POMs, and it is not too late to let us hear from you! 
 
Below is a list of topics that we'd like your input on. This is your
chance to share your tips, joys, sorrows, what has worked for you and
what has not. What has your experience been like? Just go to this page
on our website http://www.pomnet.org/news.php#book-topics

to send us your thoughts, stories, anecdotes, and experiences. We
will not disclose any locations in the book if we use your story, and
we'll use only first names (or change names at your request).
 
Parents of Missionaries: How to Thrive, Survive, and Stay Connected
When Your Kids and Grandkids Go Overseas will be published by
STL/Authentic in the fall of 2008. The book will be a comprehensive
handbook for POMs, based on Cheryl's research, Diane's POM
experience, and the experiences and stories of other POMs.

*********************
AN HOUR OF ENCOURAGEMENT
As part of the National Missionary Convention in November in
Cincinnati, Ohio, NNPOM is sponsoring a special event to honor,
encourage, and inspire POMs (and parents of recruits too). It's
called 
An Hour of Encouragement
 and it happens Friday, November 16,
from 2 to 3:15. Come to network with other POMs and enjoy food and
fellowship and a short, inspiring talk by Kay Moll. The NMC is open
to anyone interested in missions. If you need information about the
convention, go to
http://www.nmc-windows.org/nmc/home


*********************
GRANDPARENTS!
On July 10 Diane and her husband became grandparents for the first
time when our missionary daughter and son-in-law welcomed their first
child. Our little grandson is fantastically wonderful
and we aren't
sure about sending him back to the field with his mom and dad . . .
we just might have to keep him here with us! We have all had a great
time together this summer, welcoming the baby and bonding with him.
 
Although we knew from talking with so many other POMs that having
grandchildren far away is one of the hardest things to deal with, we
now are learning about this firsthand.
 
Here's a great tip we picked up from Laretta, a POM and missions
minister at her church: Keep something belonging to your
grandchildren visible at your home at all times, even when the
grandchildren are on the field. Not only can this be reassuring to
POMs, but as grandchildren grow, they also realize that they always
have a special place at their grandparents' home. So we have started
a collection of books and toys that will stay out in our family room,
waiting for the next time our grandson is here! 

*********************
NNPOM IN THE NEWS
In addition to Harvest Legacy, a newsletter for POMs, Women of the
Harvest also produces an online magazine for women in cross-cultural
ministry. The September/October edition will carry an article by
Diane entitled 
What Your Mom Wants You to Know . . . But May Not
Know How to Say.
 We
re hoping and praying that the article will spur
conversation and connection between POM moms and their missionary
daughters (or maybe even daughters-in-law). You can sign up and log
in at www.womenoftheharvest.com <http://www.womenoftheharvest.com/>
.

*********************
FOR POM DADS . . . SUPPORTING YOUR SON-IN-LAW
These ideas came to us from Dennis, an experienced POM with a
daughter and son-in-law on the field.
 
1. Pray, pray, fast and pray. Psalm 91 is a great one . . .
2. Be interested in his work. Find out everything he does . . . to
pray and encourage him.
3. Send a brief e-mail.
4. Call and speak just to him.
5. Write him a personal note of love and encouragement. If he is a
sports nut, include a recent article about his team.
6. Send packages that also include HIS favorite candy, magazine,
book, cap, shirt, shorts, tennis shoes, etc.
7. Compliment and pray for his parents, and encourage him to touch
base with them often.
8. A world map on the wall of your home with his place of service
clearly marked encourages him when he walks into your home.
9. Praise him for being a good husband to your daughter, a father to
your grandchildren, and a wonderful missionary.
10. Ask others to pray for him and his family on the mission field.
 
Dennis recently shared these thoughts as he and his wife met with two
other POM couples in the Atlanta, Georgia, area. The wives had been
getting together for some time (they called themselves the POM POM
GIRLS), but this meeting was the first time their husbands joined
them. The group will need a new name!

*********************
WHAT IS THE NATIONAL NETWORK OF PARENTS OF MISSIONARIES?
NNPOM is a nondenominational ministry dedicated to helping parents of
missionaries connect with one another and learn to succeed and thrive
as POMs. NNPOM was co-founded by Cheryl Savageau, EdD, a licensed
clinical counselor; and Diane Stortz, a POM since 2002. Our dream is
to help form local groups of POMs, provide resources and networking
opportunities, and help churches and missions organizations care for
their POMs.
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